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at I lie  did   not cure about their opinion of him.
N vertheless there was occasionally a gleam of joy, w en some one unexpectedly showed spontaneous ac niration for his work. For Instance, In a Viennese cc icert-room, where the whole audience had risen to cU honour to the great author, a young man seized hi hand and put it to his lips, saying, " 1 kiss the hi id that wrote "'Seraphita,' and Balzac said after-w L*ds to his sister, " They may deny my talent, if tli y choose, but the memory of that student will al rays comfort me.'1
rlis genius would, he hoped, be acknowledged or ; day by all the world ; but there was a singular ar 1 lovable absence of self-consciousness in his cl Taeter, and a peculiar humility and childlike-IK ,s under his braggadocio and apparent arro-gi ice. .Perhaps this was the source of the power oi fascination lie undoubtedly exercised over his cc itemporaries. Nothing is more noticeable to ai i one reading about lialzac than the difference b< ;weeii the tone of amused indulgence with w i.ch those who knew him personally, speak of hi peculiarities, and the contemptuous or horrified cc nrnents of people who only heard from others oi his extraordinary doings.
tie had bitter enemies as well as devoted fi Mids ; and his fighting proclivities, his objection tc allow that he is ever in the wrong, and his habit o: blaming others for his misfortunes, have had a g: ;at effect in obscuring our knowledge of Balzac's II ;, as the people he abused were naturally exas-